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  Abstract A finite element model to simulate the bending of tri-layer laminate metallic sheet was proposed, and the model developed in the commercial finite element (FE) solver Deform. The model was simulated under adiabatic conditions (thus as-suming zero heat transfer), with room temperature material properties and an ambient atmosphere assumed throughout. The models used copper as the core layer, whilst the upper and lower face layers were alternated between an alumin-ium alloy Al 2017, a titanium alloy Ti-6Al-4V, and a stainless steel 316L. Thus, room temperature mechanical properties for Ti-6Al-4V, copper, 316L stainless steel and 2017 Al alloy were entered in to the model.  FE predictions suggest that the material used in the face layers are of significant design importance, with var-iation in the peak strain in the face layers of around one-third, whilst significant variation in these layers for peak von Mises stress, with Ti-6Al-4V and Al 2017 alloys significantly closer to their ultimate tensile strength (UTS) values than 316L was. However in the core copper layer the stress and strain predictions were largely unaffected. In models that mixed Al 2017 and 316L upper and lower face layers, significant differences in peak strains in the face layers were predict-ed, with the 316L layer suffering greater strains when paired with the Al 2017 alloy than paired with itself. A sensible locating of the materials in upper and low-er face layers is predicted to give optimised stress and strain fields. 
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Figure 1: Simple schematic of a sheet undergoing bending, to illustrate tensile and compres-
sive stress locations  
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tional conditions between the laminate layers and any tooling object in contact were fixed to a relatively low friction coefficient of 0.12, suitable for the forging of metallic parts against tooling steel dies.  
 Figure 2: The FE modelling set-up for the sheet forming operation on laminate metallic sheet 
 Dies were created as purely rigid objects, thus no material property need be as-signed to these. As the model was purely a mechanical one, thus any thermal prop-erty or heat transfer could be neglected. Dies were under displacement control, with the recessed die and guide dies fixed, and the punch die moving at a speed of 1mm per sec in the vertical direction. The material mechanical properties and behaviour of the deformable workpiece laminate sheet were based upon tabulated flow stress data from the literature [10-13], given in Figure 3, and room temperature mechani-cal properties as given in Table 1.  
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Table 1: Mechanical room temperature properties of the alloys of interest 
Metal Young’s Mod-
ulus (GPa) 




Ti-6Al-4V 120 0.31 4400 1020 
Al 2017 69 0.33 2800 280 
Cu 117 0.33 8900 440 
316L stainless 211 0.30 8000 960  A series of FE models has been simulated to consider different laminate layer com-binations. These combinations are summarised in Table 2. Copper was used as the core layer for consistency, and the face layers alternated between 316L stainless, Ti-6Al-4V and Al 2017. Models 1 to 3 compare directly the case of 316L versus Ti-6Al-4V vs Al 2017 as both top and bottom face layers. Models 4 and 5 then com-pare the role of order, thus a top face layer of Al2017 and bottom of 316L versus a top face layer of 316L and bottom of Al 2017. The models were processed on a sin-gle 4Gb core of a computing workstation, and took approximately 20 hours to run.   Table 2: Combinations of the materials used in the series of FE modelling activities 
Material Combination Top Face layer Core Layer Bottom face layer 
1 316L Copper 316L 
2 Ti-6Al-4V Copper Ti-6Al-4V 
3 Al 2017 Copper Al 2017 
4 Al 2017 Copper 316L 
5 316L Copper Al 2017 
 












 Top Face Layer 
 




















1 796 0.212 0.256 240 0.261 0.218 867 0.293 0.342 
2 1070 0.275 0.313 283 0.286 0.231 1070 0.343 0.394 
3 245 0.285 0.298 232 0.278 0.207 249 0.310 0.355 
4 247 0.365 0.302 236 0.179 0.221 766 0.243 0.331 
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3.1. Von Mises Effective Strain The predictions for the Von Mises strain left within the laminate sheet after the forming operation are given in Figure 4. For material combinations 1 to 3, where a direct comparison is made of the effect that the different facing material has, it becomes evident that the highest level of strain is present within the titanium al-loy laminate. This is likely due to this material having considerably the highest flow stress value at lower strains (below approximately 0.4). However, absolute variation in peak strain is still relatively small across these three different face layer material models. The peak strain was lowest for the 316L steel face layer (0.293), very close to the peak strain predicted in 2017 alloy (0.31), and even in Ti-6Al-4V it was only marginally higher, at 0.343. 
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to the punch die. Generally the peak strain experienced in each of the laminate layers occurs at the same initial vertical cross-section, which makes mathemati-cal sense, as this location throughout the sheet would be highly strained. In some models the peak strain for the top face layer was at a different location, although this is likely just a small localised maxima at one of the other 90⁰ bends, and nothing overly concerning.  
 Figure 5. Predicted plastic strain field within the laminate sheet after bending, for a) Ma-terial combination 4, b) combination 5. 
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3.2. Von Mises Residual Stress The predicted effective (Von Mises) residual stress field was similarly interrogated for the series of laminate metallic sheet forming models, and the resulting stress fields for material combinations 1 to 3, to analyse the effect that the selection of face layer material has upon the stress distribution, are presented in Figure 6. The pre-dicted values of stress within the protected core material remain similar across the 5 material combinations, with peak stresses typically around the 230-240 MPa level. There is a small concentration of fractionally higher residual stress in the core layer when the face material is Ti-6Al-4V which peaks at 283MPa, but is still not exceeding the flow stress of the copper material. 
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the titanium alloy, the low stresses in the 2017 may actually be more of a structural issue than higher stresses in the stronger materials. Thus, Figure 7 displays the re-sidual stress fields predicted in the material combinations 1 to 3, but normalised against each model’s face material ultimate tensile strength (UTS) value. Whilst the titanium alloy is still the material most likely to fail due to residual stresses present exceeding the UTS, the aluminium alloy Al 2017 is now evidently experiencing peak residual stress values closer to its UTS than the 316L stainless is. 
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within the 316L bottom face layer in combination 4 are relocating to the top layer in combination 5. There is no discernible differences in the peak stresses in the 316L layer between combinations 4 and 5 (744 MPa and 766 MPa), and similarly no dis-cernible difference in peak stresses within the Al 2017 layer between the combina-tions 4 and 5 (247 MPa and 250 MPa). 
 Figure 8: Predicted Von Mises stress field within the laminate sheet after bending, for a) com-bination 4, b) combination 5.  
3.3. Damage Criterion A damage criterion was applied to the metallic laminate models, to provide a quan-titative measure of the likelihood of cracking or other mechanical failure of one or more of the layers within the laminate sheet. The Cockroft and Latham normalised damage parameter is described by Equation (1) [14]. The equation is expressed in its functional form; 
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 As the damage criterion is considering both high stress and high strain as factors that contribute to damage, it is unsurprising that the predicted field is close to that of the stress and strain distributions. The peak damage value predicted to be expe-rienced in the laminate sheet during forming for the Ti alloy, Al alloy and steel face layer models showed only very small sensitivity to the different material combina-tions used, varying from 0.342 to 0.394, with the Ti alloy seeing highest damage values. Damage always accumulates most in the face layers, as these are shown in previous figures to experience higher levels of strain and residual stresses. Note that the peak damage criterion across all models is at a minimum of 0.331 in combination 4 (with a mixed face layer material of Al 2017 on the top surface, and 316L on the bottom), whereas it was a maximum of 0.402 in combination 5, also a mixed face layer model (with 316L on the top surface, and Al 2017 on the bottom). This would strongly hint at the importance of using sensible face layer material in sensible locations, as these modelling predictions are suggesting this could maxim-ise or minimise damage accumulation.  
 
4. Conclusions A finite element modelling framework for the bending of laminate sheet metal had been presented. The core layer was maintained as the copper material throughout, whilst face layers were combinations of Ti-6Al-4V, 316L stainless and Al 2017 alu-minium alloy. Based upon the predictions from the series of models, the following conclusions are drawn from this work. 
• Von Mises stress and plastic strain within the core (copper) layer was largely unaffected by the material used in face layers. However, in the face layers, the Ti-6Al-4V experienced peak stresses of a relatively high fraction (~0.9 to .95) of its’ UTS, whereas peak stresses in the 316L and Al 2017 were at a lower fraction (~0.75) of these materials’ UTS values. 
• Regions of high strain tend to form in a particular material more preferentially than a location of the process. Hence, by switching material in the face layers, location of maximum strain can be changed from upper to lower face. 
• The Cockroft and Latham normalised damage parameter, which illustrates like-lihood for cracking, can be maximised or minimised by simply alternating the order of the material in the upper and lower face.  
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